









izvtuB, lErutng A. ffieCttatn has devoted 31
years of dedicated service to our town as Selectman,
therefore, be it.
iRCB0lucd, that we, the undersigned. Town Moderator
and members of the Board of Selectmen, on behalf of
all the residents of Bennington, hereby pay tribute to
Erving A. LeCain for his leadership, guidance, and
countless hours of volunteer service to the Town and
to extend to him our very best wishes as he retires
today, and be it.
SlEBnlUEb, that a copy of this resolution be made a




James Dodge Herbert Flanders
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SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1994
TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Appointed by Selectmen
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1991
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993







Term Expires March 1991
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TOWN HALL BYLAWS COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator
Term Expires March 1990
Term Expires March 1991
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9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. to noon Friday
Available during Town Hall office hours.
Monday
Noon to 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Noon to 3:00 p.m,
Monday - 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Thursday - Noon to 8:00 p.m.
Friday - Noon to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 4:00 to 6:00 (staffed by volunteers)
Selectmen meet each Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
Planning Board meet the second Monday and fourth Monday each month at
7:30 p.m.
Library Trustees meet the third Thursday of each month at noon at the
Library.
Recreation Conmittee meets the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00
p.m.
Water/Sewer Commissioners meet the last Wednesday of each month at
7:30 p.m.
Conservation Conmission meets second Wednesday of each month at 7:30.









Emergency telephone niomber stickers are available at the Tovm Office
or from the Fire Department.
Landfill permits are available at the landfill. Applications for
permits are available at the Town Hall and Landfill.
1:00 p.m.
TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the Coianty of
Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote: You are hereby notified
to meet at the Town Hall on Tuesday, the 13th day of March next, at
ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. Are you in favor of the adoption of an amendment to the existing
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board relative to a
Growth Management Ordinance? (Ballot question). (The proposed
amendment is printed in its entirety in the Town Report.)
3. Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:28, V and VI for an
optional veteran's exemption and/or expanded qualifying war service
for veteren's seeking exemption? The optional veteran's exemption is
$100.00, rather than $50.00. (Ballot question)
4. Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:35, IV for an optional
property tax exemption on residential property for a service-connected
total disability? The optional disability exemption is $1,400.00
rather than $700.00. (Ballot question)
Additionally, pursuant to RSA 19:2-a_and the vote of the Town at the
March 4, 1975 Annual Meeting, you are hereby notified to meet at the
Town Hall in said town on Thursday, the 15th day of March, 1990 at
seven o'clock in the evening to act upon the following subjects:
5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow
such sums of money as may be necessary in anticipation of taxes.
(Selectmen)
6. To see if the Town will vote to accept legacies and gifts to the
Town in trust or otherwise by an individual or individuals, or take
any action relating thereto. (Selectmen)
7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
transfer tax liens and convey property acquired by the Town by tax
collector's deed by public auction (or advertised sealed bid) or in
such other manners as determined by the Selectmen as justice may
require. (Selectmen)
8. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply
for, negotiate for, contract for, accept and expend and do all other
things necessary to obtain such Federal, State, or other assistance
(financial or otherwise) or take any other action relating thereto.
(Selectmen)
9. To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and appropriate the sum
of forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) to purchase a backhoe for
public works projects; and (2) to authorize the withdrawal of such
sum from the Capital Reserve Fund. (Selectmen)
10. To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and appropriate the sum
of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00) for the reconstruction of
upper Dodge Hill Road and upper Cemetery Road; and (2) to authorize
the withdrawal of such sum from the Capital Reserve Fund. (Selectmen)
11. To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and appropriate the sum
of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) to be placed in the
Landfill Capital Reserve Fund; and (2) to authorize the withdrawal
therefrom of funds as necessary not to exceed fifty thousand
dollars ($50,000.00). (Selectmen)
12. To see if the Town will vote (1) to establish a Capital Reserve
Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purchase of a
replacement fire truck in the year 1999; (2) to raise and appropriate
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) to be placed in this
fund; and (3) to name the Selectmen as agents to carry out the object
of this article. (Selectmen/Fire Chief)
13. To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and appropriate the sum
of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) to purchase corrosion control
equipnent for the Town's water system; and (2) to authorize the
withdrawal of such sum from the Capital Reserve Fund. (Selectmen/
Water Coitmissioners)
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) to hire a private appraisal firm approved
by the Department of Revenue Administration to conduct a complete revaluation
of the real estate in the Town. Revaluation to be completed in the tax year
1991 or thereafter. (Selectmen)
15. To see if the To\m will vote to increase water rents by twenty-five
percent (25%) over the existing rate schedule. Copies of the present
rate schedule are available at the Towm Hall. (SelectmenAfater
Commissioners)
15. To see if the To\^m will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
four thousand dollars ($4,000.00) to purchase fire fighting equipment.
(Selectmen/Fire Chief)
17. To see if the To\m will vote (1) to accept a gift from Gladys
Newhall of a 4.5 acre tract of land on the western side of Bible Hill
Road for the use as a recreational facility for the young residents of
the Town subject to certain restrictive covenants; (2) to raise and
appropriate the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) of which ten
thousand dollars ($10,000.00) thereof represents a transfer of funds
appropriated to Whittemore Beach improvements, to construct playing
fields on said tract of land; (3) to establish a board consisting of
three (3) persons to be appointed by the Selectmen to manage the
property and its use; or (4) to take any other action in relation
thereto . ( Selectmen
)
18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
three thousand two hundred dollars ($3,200.00) to paint the front and
left side of the Town Hall building. (Selectmen)
19. To see if the Town will vote to (1) increase the conmercial
garbage haulers annual permit from twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to two
hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00); (2) to charge a fee of for the
disposal of tires and white appliance goods at the Tri-Town Landfill;
or (3) to take any other action in relation thereto. (Selectmen)
20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000.00) for the construction of a
recycling processing/storage building, contingent upon the approval of
a matching recycling grant of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) from
the Office of State Planning. (Selectmen)
21. To see if Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of nine
hundred and fifty nine dollars ($959.00) to contribute to a local (or
regional if appropriate) Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program.
This annual program provides for the proper disposal of hazardous
household products such as pesticides, kitchen/bathroon cleaners,
paint thinners, antifreeze, and the like. (Selectmen)
22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
one hundred dollars ($100.00) for support of the Grand Monadnock Arts
Council, or to take any action relating thereto. (Selectmen)
23. To see what sura the Town will vote to raise and appropriate to
pay the normal operating cost of the Town (as set forth in the posted
Town budget), or take any other action in relation there to. Said sum is
exclusive of special articles 9-23.
24. To see if the Town will, in a non-binding vote, support the
following position: We, the citizens of Bennington, New Hampshire,
would like to keep the U.S. Post Office on Main Street, in the center
of the village district, to maintain the integrity of our traditional
New England community. (By Petition-Joe MacGregor)
25. To see if the Town will vote to abolish the office of the
Administrative Assistant. (By Petition-Kevin Ricupero and Edward
Pelletier)
26. To see if the Town will vote to reduce the pay of the
Administrative Assistant by one half. (By Petition-Kevin Ricupero and
Edward Pelletier)
27. To see if the Town will vote to change the office of the Police
Chief of Bennington, NH from an appointed one to an elected one. (By
Petition-Kevin Ricupero and Edward Pelletier)
28. To see if the Town will vote to reduce the pay of police officers
of Bennington, NH by one half. (By Petition-Kevin Ricupero and Edward
Pelletier)
29. To see if the To\m will vote that the Monadnock Paper Mill be
reguired to use the Tri-Town Landfill on the same schedule as private
citizens. Also, that they be required to pay the same fees as
conmercial haulers will by charged, and not have unlimited access and
private gates and keys to the landfill. (By Petition-Kevin Ricupero
and Edward Pelletier)
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30. To see if the Town will vote that in order to keep the fire lane
open, and for other safety reasons, there will no longer be allowed
the parking of any vehicles in the triangle in the pulic way opposite
the Pierce School, next to the Bennington Garage. (By Petition-Kevin
Ricupero and Edward Pelletier)
31. To see if the Town will vote that the Town of Bennington have one
hundred percent (100%) property assessment. (By Petition-Kevin
Ricupero and Edward Pelletier)
32. To see if the Town will vote to require the Town of Bennington to
hire a professional assessing firm to evaluate all property in the
Town. (By Petition-Kevin Ricupero and Edward Pelletier)
33. To see if the Town will require town meeting approval, or special
town meeting approval, in urgent cases, of all expenditures of
$1,000.00 or more, including lease/purchase arrangements of $1,000.00
or more, (by Petition-Kevin Ricupero and Edward Pelletier)
34. To see if the Town will vote that anyone holding an elected or
appointed office on any Town Board be restricted to serving on only
one Board at at time. (By Petiticn-Kevin Ricupero and Edward Pelletier)
35. To see if the Town will vote that the Veteran's abatement be
changed from $50.00 to $100.00 per year. (By Petition-Kevin Ricupero
and Edward Pelletier)
35. To see if the Town will approve requiring that the Selectmen must
appoint the runner-up from the most recent election in cases of a
vacancy on the Board of Selectmen. (By Petition-Kevin Ricupero and
Edward Pelletier)
37. To see if the Town will vote to designate and proclaim April 22,
1990, as Earth day 1990, and to set aside that day for public
activities promoting preservation of the global environment and
launching the "Decade of the Environment". (By Petition-Elaine
Barrett
)
38. To hear reports of committees and act thereon.
To transact any other business that may legally come before this
meeting.
10
Given under our hands and seal thisf5^ay of February, in the




A true cx3py of Warrant - Attest:
May we call to the special attention of the voters that the
Warrant items will be taken up Thursday evening, March 15, 1990 at
7:00 p.m.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Municipal Services Division
BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF BENNINGTON N H
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January 1, 1990 to December 31, 1990 or for Fiscal Year
From January 1 19 90 to December 31 19 90
Date ^A^'A--^
SELECTMEN (PLEASE SIGN IN INK)
R.S A , Chap. 31, Sect. 95. Immediately upon the close of the fiscal year the budget committee in towns where
such committees exist, otherwise the selectmen, shall prepare a budget on blanks prescribed by the Department
of Revenue Administration. Such budget shall be posted with the town warrant and shall be printed in the town report
at least one week before the date of the town meeting.




















HIGHWAYS, STRErre & BRjDGES
Town Mairitenance































































































This has been an exceptionally busy year in the Town offices.
Each and every Board and Department has had its share of challenges
and successes. The Town is priviliged to have a sincere, capable, and
reliable group of officers, board members, and employees.
Much of the success this year is due to the foresight of past
Selectman Erving LeCain. Two years ago, the Board of Selectmen, due
to Erving 's retirement, recoirmended to the Town that it was time to
have a full-time administrative assistant. This year has proved the
decision to be well justified. There is just no way three selectmen,
who normally have full-time jobs, can devote the time and energies to
carry out the administrative responsibilities on a day-to-day basis.
Last year, the interim growth management ordinance was passed at
Town meeting to address the rapid growth problem. Bennington's rate
has been 4.3%, far above the growth rate in surrounding towns of 1.3%
The tax burden of expanding Town services which must accompany this
growth and the fast-growing school population are the focus of this
issue. The Board reconmends passage of the five-year growth
management ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board.
This past year the Selectmen appointed Dale Quinn as Road Agent.
Many of you have expressed your appreciation of his efforts in
maintaining and improving the conditions of the Town roads. Dale has
proposed a five-year plan for the resurfacing and upgrading of all
Town roads. After the completion of this program, he will institute a
regular maintenance schedule.
As the Town moves to the eventual closure of the landfill, the
Board made the decision to take over the Landfill operation in 1990
with Town personnel for several reasons. Primarily, the Town can no
longer afford to allocate 10,000 cu. yds. of fill with the private
contract bid. The Town will need a large guantity of fill for the
future closure. In addition, while the Town can essentially operate
the facility for the same amount as a contract, we will have direct
control over the plans for final slope grades. The Board plans to
hire a heavy equipment operator. Dale Quinn will oversee the
operation to ensure that all state requirements are met.
The new sticker permit system appears to have achieved the
desired result - insuring that only the residents of the Landfill
district towns are using the facility. Through this system, we have
discovered many residents from adjoining towns attempting to use the
landfill. Consequently, increased enforcement has been very
beneficial. Walter Chamberlain is presently serving as the Landfill
code enforcement officer as well as managing all recycling activities.
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The Landfill hydrogeological investigation was completed, with
the addition of eight new test wells. We are awaiting a response from
the State Solid Waste Bureau personnel and recommendations for a
future scope of work for closure. Test well results have not changed
since last year. Out of the eight new wells, only one has shown low
levels of contamination which is located along the entrance road into
the landfill. All private wells on abutting properties to the
Landfill and those in the vicinity of Durgin Road were tested in 1989.
The town has continued to monitor four private wells that have shown
very low levels of volatile organic contamination.
While the Landfill District made great strides in the facility
operation, there was, however, one failure. The failure was to
institute a user fee system designed to defray the cost of some
operation costs such as the removal of tires and white
appliances/goods. The Board will be proposing a modified schedule for
user fees and conmercial hauler permits in 1990.
Recycling of materials is the only method presently available for
waste reduction and disposal of household hazardous wastes. We
strongly urge all residents to participate in the landfill recycling
activities. There will be another opportunity to participate in the
Contoocook Valley Household Collection Day on 1990 if the To\m votes
to appropriate the money. The Selectmen hope may residents will give
this program a try in 1990.
The Selectmen will be seeking your approval of a 1990
contribution of $25,000 to the Landfill capital reserve fund. This
money will continue to be set aside for the closure of the present
Landfill and the establishment of alternative methods for futiire
disposal.
The Board recormends the passage of funding for a professional
revaluation for the Town. This project is already overdue as most
towns have already gone this route and it has been recommended by the
State Department of Revenue.
The Selectmen are concerned with the increasing impact on real
estate taxes and the burden that all taxpayers face. The major
portion continues to be the allocation of school district costs. At
the 1989 School District meeting articles which would have addressed
this problem failed. We express our thanks to those residents who
attended the meeting and encouraged everyone to become more involved.
In early 1989 the Town was divided over the uses of Sawyer
Memorial Park. The Selectmen are grateful that cooler heads prevailed
and that a group of concerned citizens came forward with potential
solutions. The voters will be presented with a warrant article that
will (1) accept the donation of land from Gladys Newhall; (2) will
raise and appropriate the monies necessary for the field development
and; (3) establish a Park Board to oversee activities and maintenance
of the fields. We believe that your support of this article is
critical to insuring that the previous situation never occurs again.
17
The 1989 recepient of the Edward French Scholarship was Brian
French who is presently majoring in a two-year culinary arts program
at Johnson and Wales University in Providence, RI.
The Board would like to express their annual appreciation to all
those who volunteered their services to help the Town operate smoothly
and efficiently. As we look in the 1990s, volunteer support will















The town officers elected for the year ensuing as per the
town clerk's ballot records.
The adoption of the four amendments to the existing town
ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board relative to
the following : (1) non-conforming lots of record; (2)
guest cottages/in-law apartments; (3) the density bonus
in the commercial/recreation district; and (4) an Interim
Growth Management Ordinance were favorably voted into
















A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read as follows: To raise and appropriate the sum of
seventy seven thousand dollars ($77,000.00) for highways
and bridges (an increase of $8,800.00). By voice vote,
the article was unanimously adopted.
By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to authorize
the Selectmen to borrow such sum of money as may be
necessary in anticipation of taxes.
By voice vote, the Tovm unanimously voted to accept
legacies and gifts to the Town in trust or otherwise by
an individual or individuals, or take any other action
relating thereto.
By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to authorize
the Selectmen to transfer tax liens and ccnvey property
acquired by the Town by tax collector's deed by public
auction (or advertised sealed bid) or in such other
manner as determined by the Selectmen as justice may
require.
By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to authorize
the Selectmen to apply for, negotiate for, contract for
accept and expend, and to do all other things necessary to
obtain such Federal, State, or other assistance
(financial or otherwise), or take any other action
relating thereto.
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Article 8. A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read as follows: That the vote at the Special Town
Meeting of October 17, 1988 on Article 1 which authorized
the conveyance to Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc. of a
portion of the former Elizabeth Crocker Barr property
consisting of nine tenths of an acre in exchange for a
conveyance by Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc. of a portion of
the former Strombeck property on the eastern side of U.S.
Route 202 be amended by providing that such conveyance
and exchange shall occur upon action by the Contoocook
Valley School District to acquire the remaining portion
of said Barr property, together with said portion of the
Strombeck property for the purpose of erecting school
buildings thereon. By voice vote, the Town unanimously
voted to adopt the amended article.
Article 9. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to adopt
amendments to the rules and regulations for the Water
Department as recommended by the Water Conmissioners.
(The proposed amendments are printed in their entirety in
the Town Report)
.
Article 10. By voice vote, the To\m unanimously voted to increase the
annual salaries of the Supervisors of the Checklist and
raise and appropriate one hundred and fifty dollars
($150.00) per Supervisor for the same.
Article 11. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate one hiondred four thousand, five hundred
dollars ($104,500.00) to purchase a replacement fire truck
for the Fire Department. The town also voted to authorize
the withdrawal from the Capital Reserve Fund, sufficient
funds as may be required.
Article 12. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of five thousand, five dollars
($5,005.00) to purchase fire fighter safety equipment.
Article 13. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate twelve thousand, two hundred dollars
($12,200.00) to purchase a replacement police cruiser for
the Police Department. The Town also voted to authorize
the withdrawal from the Capital Reserve Fund, sufficient
funds as may be required.
Article 14. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of twenty thousand dollars
($20,000.00) to install an eight inch water main on the
entire length of Eaton Ave. The Town also voted to
authorize the withdrawal from the Capital Reserve Fund.
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Article 15. A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read as follows: To see if the Town will vote to direct
the Selectmen to execute a contract among the towns
included within the Contoocook Valley School District which
provided for the establishment of conparable practices
and procedures among the towns relative to the valuation
of real estate for real estate assessment purposes on
condition that the proposed amendment number 6 of the
Contoocook Valley School District Articles of Agreement
is adopted at the Town Meeting elections of March 14th.
By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to adopt the
amended article.
Article 16. A motion was made and seconded to amend the article to
read as follows: To see if the Town will vote (1) to
establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the provision of
RSA 35:1 for the purpose of preliminary and final capping
of the Bennington Landfill together with the acquisition
of equipment for a transfer station; (2) to raise and
appropriate the sum of fifty thousand dollars
($50,000.00) to be placed in this fund; (3) to name the
Selectmen as agents to carry out the objects of this
article; and (4) to authorize the withdrawal of funds as
necessary from the Capital Reserve Fund but not to exceed
the sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00). By voice
vote, the amended article was unanimously accepted.
Article 17. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to instruct the
Town's representatives to the General Court to respond to
our solid waste crisis by taking all necessary measures
to insure that New Hampshire adopt legislation that will
permit consumers to return for refund of deposit within
New Hampshire, all soda, beer, wine cooler and liquor
containers, and that all unclaimed deposit monies shall
be collected by the State and no less than 80% shall be
returned annually to local municipalities for the sole
purpose of implementing, expanding, and reimbursing
conmunity recycling projects. (By petitiai)
.
Article 18. By voice vote, the To\m unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) to improve
drainage along Acre Street (between the library and Hirsh
property) by the installation of a new culvert system.
Article 19. By voice vote, the To\m unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of six thousand dollars ($6,000.00)
to purchase a road broom for the Highway department.
Article 20. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of five thousand ($5,000.00) for
renovations of the Town Hall bathroom and main entrance-
way.
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Article 21. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to raise and
appropriate the sum of six hundred and fifty five ($555.00)
to contribute to a local (or regional if appropriate)
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program. This
program will enhance the proper disposal of hazardous
household products such as paint thinners, solvents,
pesticides, and the like.
Article 22. By voice vote, the Town unanimously voted to (1) accept
the provisions of RSA 35-A relative to conservation
conmissions and to establish a conservation commission
for the promotion and development of the natural
resources of the town and; (2) raise and appropriate the
sum of five hundred dollars ($500.00) for this purpose.
Furthermore, any balance remaining from this sum at year-
end may be transferred to a conservation fund account in
the hands of the Town Treasurer.
Article 23. By voice vote, the Town voted to raise and appropriate
the sum of five hundred and seventy five thousand, four
hundred and ninety eight dollars ($575,498.00) in
addition to seventy seven thousand dollars ($77,000.00)
previously raised for highways and bridges to pay the
normal operating costs of the Town (as set forth in the
Town budget) for the 1989 calendar year.
Article 24. A resolution was made by the Selectmen and the Moderator
that read as follows: Whereas Erving A LeCain has
devoted 31 years of dedicated service to our Town as
Selectman, therefore, be it resolved that we the under-
signed, Town Moderator and members of the Board of
Selectmen, on behalf of all the residents of Bennington,
hereby pay tribute to Erving A. LeCain for his
leadership, guidance, and countless hours of volunteer
service to the Town and to extend to him, our very best
wishes as he retires today, and be it resolved that a
copy of this resolution be made a part of this meeting
and be it so printed in the 1989 annual Town Report.
'I/ / ^ / ' /






Minutes of the Special Tovm Meeting - Friday, July 28, 1989
The Special Town Meeting was called to order by Moderator James Dodge
at 7:00 p.m. After reading and certifying the Warrant, the Moderator
proceeded to the consideration of the warrant articles.
Article 1. By voice vote, the Town voted not to authorize the Board
of Selectmen to establish or amend fees pursuant to the
provisions of RSA 41:9-a.
Article 2. A motion was made to pass over Article 2 since Article 2
was contingent upon the passing of Article 1 . The motion
was seconded.
A motion was made to reconsider Article 1 and this motion was not
seconded
.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.





Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public Accountants
131 Middle Street
Manchester, New Hampshire 03 1 1
(603) 622-7070
Board of Selectmen
Town of Bennington, New Hampshire
We have compiled the financial statements of the Town of
Bennington, New Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1989
included in the accompanying Form MS-5, in accordance with stand-
ards established by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants.
Our compilation was limited to presenting in the form
prescribed by the New Hampshire Departments of Revenue
Administration, information that is the representation of Town
Officials. We have not audited or reviewed the financial
statements referred to above and, accordingly, do not express an
opinion or any other form of assurance on them.
The financial report. Form MS-5, is presented in accordance
with the requirements of the New Hampshire Department of Revenue
Administration which differ from generally accepted accounting
principles. Accordingly, these financial statements are not
designed for those who are not informed about such differences.
February 8, 1990
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE




R.S.A CHAPTER 21 -J
(For the Year Ending December 31,1 989
June 30, 1990)
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Data supplied in this report wilt be used by the New
Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration,
State Agencies and public interest groups, and by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census. Your government will no
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Telephone: (603) 271 -3397
TAXES (ALL FUNDS) - MODIFIED ACCRUAL BASIS
A. TAXES
1. Property taxes commined — Current year (19891
Amount — Omit cents
210,505
e. Property tax rate break for county
b. Property tax rate break for schools
2. Property taxes — Collected in advance
102,372
895,048
3. Resident taxes committed — Current year 119891 6,120
4. Resident taxes — Collected in advance
Road Betterirent Assessment
6. t1iiaih»MhK)il(ia»iiSi!U)6m(d/>>aia.- Current year 11989) 8,452
6. Yield taxes committed — Current year 1 1 9891
7. Interest and penalties on taxes 28,069
8. Tax sales redeemed
9. Motor vehicle permit fees
10. TOTAL 1,341,396
B. LICENSES AND PERMITS
1. Dog licenses
2. Business licenses, permits and filing fees 3,554
3. All other licenses, permits and fees
4. TOTAL .
PLEASE CONTINUE ON PAGE 2 WITH PART II
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MjEOBMi INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUES - ALL FUNDS
A. FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
1 . Federal grants for education
lifnH'^ MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES - ALL FUNDS
Exclude tranafara.
1. Sale ot city/town property
pjHI'JIB pyDCMniTiiDC« All BiiMn<:
Continued
Report payments to other governments in part XI only.
Continued
Report payments to other governmer\ts in part XI only.
Continued
Report payments to other governments in part XI only.
ZS13H DEBTOUTSTANDING, ISSUED, AND RETIRED 1
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
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the Department of Revenue Administration and one copy should be placed on file among the city
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1 . Total, this cHy'a/town'a taxes collected and remitted (part A, page 1
)
2. Total tax rate for county government and all cities, towns,
schools and precincts in this county, including this city
3. This city's/town's tax rate
4. Divide line 3 into line 2
5. Multiply line 4 by line 1
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TAX YEAR 1 989
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
CITY/TOWN OF R»nningt-.nn IN Hi 1 1 shnrniigh COUNTY
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in thi report was taken from official records and is correct to
the best of our knowledge and belief. RSA 21-J;34.
, James. .E. .Tr.ow
, J.aities. .P . . S.weeney .
Hetrb Plapdei:?
(Please Sign in Ink)
Selectmen of Benningtoa
Date August .29 1989
REPORTS REQUIRED AND PENALTY. RSA 21-J:34. as amended provides for certification of valuations, appropria-
tions, estimated revenues and such other information as the Dept. of Revenue Administration may require upon blanks
prescribed for that purpose. If the certifications are not made to the Dept. of Revenue Administration on or before October
first, unless the time is extended by the Dept. of Revenue Administration, the town for which the selectmen act shall pay to
the stale for its use the sum of five dollars for each day's delay in making certifications. (RSA 21-J;36)
PROPERTY TAX WARRANT. RSA 76: 11 as amended provides for delivery of the list (warrant) to the collector within
thirty days of receipt of approval of the tax rale unless for good cause the time is extended by the Dept. ol Revenue
Administration. The collector shall within thirty days after receipt of the warrant from the selectmen send out the tax bills,
unless for good cause the time is extended by the Dept. of Revenue Administration.
Return the completed Summary Inventory form, together with the Statement of Appropriations and Ta.xes As.sesscd. to the
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ELECTRIC, GAS & PIPELINE COMPANY
Insert valuation of plant used in production, distribution and transmission. The total in each column should agree with the
totals listed under the corresponding items on Page 2 of this report. (RSA 72:8)
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PENALTY: FAILURE TO FILE BY ^0|^u^^|||j^ MAY RESULT IN $5.00 PER DAY PEN-
ALTY FOR EACH DAY'S DELAY. RSA 21-J:3£
NOTE: DO FORMATION ON PAGE 6 OF THIS REPORT.
40






THIS PAGE RESERVED FOR USE BY
THE DEPARI MENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
TAX RATE COMPUTATION
I U lolal Tiiwti ApproprijliDMs
SUMMARY OF VALUATIONS AND TAXES TO BE ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR 1989 BY PRECINCTS, SERVICE
AREAS. VILLAGE DISTRICTS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHERE VALUATION OR BOUNDARIES ARE NOT IDENTI-






SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1989
DEBIT




Deferred Onset Road Assessment
Annual Onset Road Assessment
1989
Levies Of —
UNPAID PROPERTY TAXES - 1989
Abom, Richard $ 5.19
Alpine Training Center 2,579.00
Amanda Development Corporation 420.00
Anderson, Russell 46.00
Armstrong Jr., John 1,458.00
Banks, Bradford 596.55
Bardusk, Marcella 10.73
Baybutt, John & Dawn 2,635.40
Berwick Lumber Company, Inc. 75.00
Blackmar & Rush 794.00
Blanchard, David & Linda 17.00
Blanchard, Eionice, George, David & Linda 922.09
Brown, Stewart & Marilyn 1,088.00
Burnett, Bonnie 759.57
Byam Construction Corporation 695.00
Byam, John & Susan 1,558.00
Byam, Philip 5,002.00
Campbell, Malcolm & Barbara 7.39
Carr, Thomas & Debra 1,276.00
Caverly, Virginia 2,487.00
Chamberlin, Amos & Priscilla 857.41
Champagne, James & Nancy 1,393.00
Chase Jr., Stephen 1,343.00
Cheever, Kevin & Pamela 1,591.00
Chicoine, George Jr. & Tori 885.00
Chicoine, Richard & Tanya 596.78
Church Estate, Julius 1,194.00
Clough, Donald & Frances 1,459.00
Clough Donald 877.78
Clow, David & Gail 1,276.00
Clow, Howard Jr. & Martha 597.02
Cochran, Thomas & Elizabeth 770.88
Coffin, Betty 531.00
Coffin Sc Eppig 2,321.00
Cogswell, Thomas & Katherine 1,340.00
Collemacine, Dominic & Cynthia 154.36
Cook, Glenn & Janice 6.02
Corbett, David & Linda 308.00
Cordatos, Maria 1,051.00
Cordelle, Frank 3,316.00
Corwin, Beth Ann 1,857.00
Cox, Joseph Sr. & Drusilla 1,791.00
Qircio Sk Gannon 10.50
Dalton, Caroline & Frank 1,813.00
Delay, John 441.00
Deliguori, Lyman & Karen 1,459.00
Deliguori & Howatt 1,492.00
Demango Nash Associates 147.00
Demetry, John 2,520.00
Denomme, Albert 456.00
Dubuque, Paul & Linda 938.00
Ecklund, Hazel & Peter 527.00
Elliott, Richard & Norma 1,791.00
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Eppig, Peter & Mary 1,956.00
Foote Sr., Lester 995.00
French, John & Denise 1,241.00
Gately, Helen 905.00
Germain, Philip & Valerie 585.28
Glinsky, Robert & Barbara 2,344.00
Glynn, Dorothy & David 1,393.00
Graham, Gary & Ellen 1,435.21
Granite Camps, Inc. 2,115.00
Greater New England, Inc. 265.00
Hall, Bruce & Sharon 2,122.00
Harriman, Smith 1,658.00
Henderson, James III & Gail 1,545.23
Holden, Arthur & Betty 1,459.00
Huntington, Sidney & Nada 995.00
Huntley, Athlon & Barbara 1,218.00
Huntley, Barbara 886.00
Hutton, James & Gretchen 20.35
Johnson, Carl 796.00
KDK Corporation 6,498.00
Kelso, Francis III & Janice 588.45
Kiburis, Stephen & Kelly 341.00
Konder, John & Ramona 37.00
Langille, Randy 1,140.00
Lavoie, Paul 3,349.00
Ledlo\^ Jr., Larry 1,475.00
Linn, Anthony 1,128.00
London, Scott & Lynsy 104.00
Lussier, Stanley & Carol 1,181.00
Lyons, Judith 845.00
Lyons, Randall & Teresa 812.00
Magoon, Kevin & Denise 1,353.31
Magoon, Marie & Brendan 531.38
Maillette Estate, Joseph 143.00
McCarthy, Joseph 294.28
McHale, Francis & Darlene 1,273.58
Mclnerney, Thomas 853.00
McKichan, Martha 185.00
McKinney, Lowell & Carol 3,531.00
Melton, Heather 10,744.00
Mercier, Norman & Jo 1,724.00
Milke, Rolf 16,253.40
Morgan, Alan & Pauline 1,848.43
Morris, Mark & Nancy 332.00
Nay, Robert & Kathleen 885.05
Nay, Ward 275.00
Nevins, William & Victoria 977.00
Newcal Builders, Inc. 596.00
Nixon, Bruce & Sherry 1,402.00
Pacsay, Richard & Brenda Lamon 1,194.00
Page, Harry 74.00
Pari si. Donna & Alfred 655.00
Parker, William Jr. & Pamela 959.00





Ricupero, Kevin & Karen
Robertson, Steven & Rachel
Rockwell, Fred
Roiko, Dana & Margo
Salvato, Joseph & Jennifer
Saunders, Christopher & Cathleen





Strout, Frank & Da\m
Swage, Warren & Rosemary









Varnum, Jerome & Barbara
Vose & Nutter
Wadleigh, Robert & Linda
Whitney, Gary
Whittemore Lake, Inc.
Whittemore, Barry & Sfa
Whittemore, Brian & Carrie
Wilson, Harold








































UNPAID 1989 YIELD TAXES
Amanda Development Corp. $ 356.79
Byam Construction Corp. 6.40
Hardwick, Donald 117.00
KDK Corp. 378.50
Robertson, Steven & Rachel 524.77
Trailside Developnent , Inc. 269.14
$1,652.60
UNPAID 1989 ONSET ROAD BETTERMENT INSTALU^IENT
Bardusk, Marcella $ 375.89
Baybutt, John & Dawn 93.98
Germain, Philip & Valerie 375.89
Ledlow & Davidson 187.95
Prendergast, Scott & Patricia 187.95
Saunders, Christopher & Cathleen 375.89
Trailside Development, Inc. 3,126.29
Tremblay, Ronald & Patricia 375.89
$5,099.73
SUMMARY OF TAX SALE ACCOUNTS TO OTHER PURCHASERS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1989
DEBIT
Levies of Tax Sale Accounts to Others
1988 1987 1986
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes -
Beginning Fiscal Year $ $ $ 2,250.26
Interest Collected After Tax Sale 707.60
Redemption Costs
TOTAL DEBITS $ $ $ 2,957.85
CREDIT
Remittances to Purchasers:
Redemptions $ $ $ 2,250.26
Interest & Costs After Sale 707.60
Unredeemed Taxes-End of Year
TOTAL CREDITS $ $ $ 2,957.86
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SUMMARY OF TAX SALE/TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1989
DEBIT
Tax Sale/Lien on Account of Levies
1988 1987 1986
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes -
Beginning Fiscal Year
Taxes Sold/Executed to Town
During Fiscal Year








$90,335.42 $18,624.02 $ 1,789.70
CREDIT
Remittances to Treasurer During Year:
Redemptions $ 7,833.97 $10,919.48 $ 1,465.90
Interest & Costs After Sale 199.31 1,653.03 323.80
Unredeemed Taxes-End of Year 82,302.14 6,051.51





Carr, Thomas & Debra
Chase Jr . , Stephen
Cheever, Kevin & Pamela
Coffin, Betty
Coffin & Eppig




Dubuque, Paul & Linda
Eppig, Peter & Mary
Foote Sr . , Lester
Gately, Helen
Granite Camps, Inc.







Pacsay, Richard & Brenda
Robertson, Steven & Rachel
Trailside Development, Inc.
; 453.09
SEWER AND WATER DEPARTMENT








Abatements - Elderly Exemption
Abatements - Adjustments
Receipts to the Treasurer














UNPAID WATER AND/OR SEWER RENTS
Water Sewer
Byam, John
Carr, Thomas & Debra





Davis, Lawrence Sr. & Gloria
Deliguori, Lyman & Karen
Deliguori & Howatt
Elliott, Richard & Norma
Gately, Helen
Henderson, James III & Gail
Lavoie , Paul
McHale, Francis & Darlene
Mullin, Lillian





Swage, Warren & Rosemary
Sweeney, William S< Donna
Trento, Frank & Tracy
Tripp, David & Carolyn
United Carolina Bank
Wadleigh, Robert & Linda
Unpaid prior to billing of 12/26/89
Unpaid 4th Quarter Billing
Total Unpaid W/S at 12/31/89
$ 44.10
SUMMARY OF WATER/SEWER TAX SALE ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1989
DEBIT
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes -
Beginning Fiscal Year
Interest Collected After Sale
Redemption Costs
TOTAL DEBITS







Remittances to Treasurer During Year:
Redemptions
Interest & Costs After Sale






Balance, January 1, 1989
Plus Receipts per Ledger
Less Transfer Sewer Const.
2,225,809.83
4,932.79


































Remitted To Treasurer $89,242.00









































































LICENSES, PERMITS, FILING FEES
Town Clerk Fees
Planning Board









INCOME FROM TRI-TOWN LANDFILL
Town of Antrim
Town of Francestown













INCOME FROM CEMETERY TRUST FUNDS
WATER & SEWER DEPARTMENT
MISC. INCOME FROM TAX COLLECTOR
MISC. INCOME FROM TOWN CLERK
REIMBURSEMENTS
Medical and Dental Insurance













































ROAD BOND HELD IN ESCROW 1,000.00
INSURANCE SETTLEMENT 494.08















































Rymes Heating Oils, Inc.
















New Hampshire Municipal Assoc. 400.00
Southwest Planning Conmission 1,190.00
Home Health Care 4,000.00
Antrim Rescue Squad 1,000.00
Monadnock Family and Mental
Health Services 1,045.00











NH Retirement System 2,655.81
Office Supplies:




Bennington Post Office 6.50
David Mancini 75.53
David Skerry 14.94











Computer Technologies Online 625.00
Visible Computer Supply 97.55
Emergency Warning Systems 201.00
Universal Security Systems 99.99
"Honeywell Protection Serv. 201.00
Pitney Bowes Credit Corp. 70.88
Dispatch Service:
Fire Mutual Aid System 1/591.98
Telephone:
Contel of NH 1,746.13
Publications:
NH Bar Association 25.00
Equity Publishing 168.30
Supplies - Other:
Peterborough Camera Shop 158.44
Edmunds Hardware 90.86
0' Byrne Costumes 50.00
US Postal Service 136.90
Radio Shack 43.32
Bennington County Store 37.84
Wayno's 8.08
David Mancini 52.55
State of NH - MV 7.00




Jim Teates TV & Appliance
Bound Tree Corp.







Fire Mutual Aid System













Bennington Garage Inc. 227.20
Bennington Fire Department 122.66
Antrim Citgo 37.25
Training:
Meadowood Training Center 400.00
Miscellaneous:
State of NH, Dept. of MV 3.00
J.B. Vaillancourt Inc. 227.00
Wages
:
























J.B. Vaillancourt, Inc. 660.15
Administration:
Barbara Huntley 66.33
Local Welfare Admin. Assoc. 25.00
NH Municipal Association 7.50
State of New Hampshire 68.00





Antrim Liomber 241 . 20























Connecticut Nafl Bank 33,000.00
General Electric Corp. 4,749.99
Antrim Water & Sewer Dept. 650.04
Peterborough Savings Bank 14,000.00
Interest:
Connecticut Nafl Bank 24,133.21
General Electric Corp. 22,497.68
Antrim Water & Sewer Dept. 552.53
Peterborough Savings Bank 1,699.88
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF TAXES
Principal:
Peterborough Savings Bank 200,000.00
Interest:








Peterborough Savings Bank 150,000.00
TOTAL 150,000.00
CAPITAL RESERVE











Treasurer, State of NH 372.50
Tax Collector:







Hazardous Waste Coimiittee 654.50
Audit - 1988 Carryover:
Carey, Vachon & Clukay 4;000.00
Bridge Replacement - Mill Rd.
1986 Carryover:
NH Dept. of Transportation 10,001.91
LANDFILL-PRELIMINARY CLOSURE EXP.:
Don Mellon, LLS 30.00
Lorraine Mazur - mileage 185.80
NH Water Lab 2,430.00
Dennis McKenney, LLS 7,832.28
Dunn Geoscience Corp. 12,909.46
DSM Environmental Services 6,503.24
Contec, Inc. 20,055.90
Blodgett, Makechnie & Vetne 292.00
Rath, Young, Pignatelli, Oyer 569.85













Conval School District 920,617.00
TOTAL 920,617.00
TOTAL 1989 EXPENDITURES $2,394,019.12
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
In November 1989, the Capital Improvements Coirmittee met to
review the projected expenditures of the Capital Improvements Plan for
1990-1994. Essentially, the Committee and Selectmen agreed that the
primary focus of the plan will be on road reconstruction and highway
equipment replacement.
For the next five years, the Committee is proposing the
withdrawal of $30,000 for road reconstruction projects in addition to
the annual tarring budget. Based upon the Thoroughfare and
Transportation Plan of the Town's Master Plan, the Town must address
the deteriorating conditions of certain roads. Requests to replace
highway equipment will also be made in the next five years.
The Committee received some good news from the Fire Chief that
the 1992 request for $35,000 for an addition to the Fire Station has
been withdrawn. Thanks to the generous donations of manpower and
supplies, the addition has been constructed at no cost to the Town.
The Fire Department is requesting the creation of a Capital Reserve
Fund this year to purchase a replacement fire truck in 1999. In
addition the box on the rescue van will need to be replaced on 1993.
The Committee is reconmending a contribution of $25,000 for
the Landfill Capital Reserve Fund. The first step toward closure, the
hydrogeological investigation, has been completed. The next two years
will most likely involve engineering plans and possible site
preparation. We must wait for State approval in order to proceed any
further
.
The Committee and Selectmen reviewed requests from the Police
and Water Departments. In 1992, a replacement police cruiser will be
requested. In 1990, the Town has been mandated by the State to
implement a corrosion control system into the water system. A
withdrawal of $10,000 this year will be required to purchase the
corrosion control equipment.
The annual contribution will increase this year to $60,000 in
order to meet expenditures in the next five years. In addition,
$15,000 will be requested for 1999 fire truck fund. While it is very
difficult to put this money aside, with all things considered, this








After all was said and done in the past year, I am pleased to say
that the district made some positive accomplishments regarding our
solid waste disposal operation and its future. We have started down
the road to the eventual closure of the landfill and have begun to
prepare to finance it. However, some serious questions were left at
the close of 1989 that must be answered in the next two years.
Essentially - what are the District's solid waste disposal
alternatives?
Will we build another landfill that must have a "triple liner" or
a transfer/recycling station? If we transfer - where to - a landfill
or incinerator? Who is willing to make a commitment to either choice
when neither is a long-term solution? The time has come for the
creation of a formal task force to research these questions
efficiently and quickly for the District. While a cheap long-term
solution is nonexistent we will at least ask for a financial
comparison to choose whatever best suits the District until some
breakthroughs are made in this State. The State's Solid Waste Bureau
continues to make o\ir job very difficult due to a lack of positive
leadership, experienced personnel, and consistent policies and
guidelines over a long period of time.
The only means to keep the District's taxpayers from sinking into
an eventual solid waste crisis situation is to create a system that
rewards waste reduction. Granted, while our "cheap" landfill still
exists, its hard to see how a user-fee system and intensive recycling
can really make a difference. However, if the District begins paying
tipping and trucking fees, for example, it will become an absolute
necessity . Our feeling is that while there is time, lets introduce
this system to gradually prepare residents for the near future.
Forcing everyone to make radical changes all at once will be very
expensive and will make recycling a negative and burdensome task.
So far, those coramited to and those experimenting with recycling
made our formal program in 1989 very successful. A complete report on
these activities are outlined in the Recycling Committee's report.
Every little bit that is kept out of your garbage can, whether glass
or newspaper, is making a difference now ! This applies to household
hazardous waste products as well.
On behalf of the Bennington Board of Selectmen, we would like to
extend our appreciation to the District's residents for their
cooperation in adhering to the landfill ordinance and participating in






ANTRIM - BENNINGTON RECYCLING COMMITTEE
The original recycling coitmittee started as an independent
conservation group that promoted new habits of saving waste items fron
getting into the landfill by reclaiming them as resoxorces that could
be manufactured into new products (recycling). There was little
public interest and no funding so our recycling programs grew slowly
as we recycled glass bottles and jars, storing and selling them in
steel barrels to a dealer who would accept this method and pay us
income. Over the years as the markets changed and the specifications
for accepting the recycables more defined, we were forced to pay the
dealer to take away our collected glass instead of generating any
revenue. And our attempt at recycling newspaper was not successful
due to unsuitable storage space and the deflated paper market.
The last few years has brought a new awareness for the solid
waste problems of the whole country, and with it, the understanding
that recycling can help in reducing the waste that goes into the
landfill or has to be transferred away for high trucking fees. In
1989 money was budgeted to help our recycling program become a more
extensive and credible operation. Large bins were designed and
constructed at the landfill for crushing and storing the glass so our
materials can qualify for a better market. A covered roll-off
container is being used to collect newspapers, placed in paper bags or
tied in bundles. We have a contract with Manchester Recycling
Corp. who supplies a wire cage container at not cost for collecting
aluminum beverage cans. Revenue is then received for these cans.
All these recyclables are kept out of the waste stream to be reused
in new products. The landfill in 1989 recovered approximately 300
tons of scrap metal, 20 tons of newspaper, and 1200 tires. Some of
this recovery generates revenue, but we all benefit by keeping these
materials out of the landfill and saving on valuable space.
This past year ccanmittee members attended seminars, workshops,
and studied the recycling program outlined in the district's solid
waste management plan. The District worked closely with the NH
Resource Recovery Assoc, in developing our recycling program and
finding markets for our recyclables.
The committee will print two information guide sheets for
the public and for classroom presentations in the early 1990 's.
Andy Lane of Antrim, after several years of dedicated
service, resigned from the committee during the summer and has been
replaced by Dotty Penney, one of the founders of the original
cormittee. Phil Germain of Bennington joined us as an interested
volunteer and has contributed many hours in doing research, design,
and estimations. He takes over Carrie Whittemore's position, but
Carrie will still help with our education and promotional program with
the school children. All members who have been on the committee in
1989 are listed below.
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We look forward to 1990 as we move into a second phase of
developnent: recruiting new devotees of recycling; planning for a
processing and storage facility that will house a baler; and in
general, meeting the needs of a transitional period as we move from a
landfill to a new solid waste disposal alternative. Our appreciation











WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONER'S REPORT
The year 1989 again found the Sewer System functioning smoothly
with no major problems. We would request that users exercise normal
prudence in introducing foreign matter into the system. We
experienced a couple of pump failures due to items of clothing being
flushed into the system. The Water System functioned better than in
the previous year, with no major leaks discovered. Meetings with the
Antrim Coitmissioners resulted in closer cooperation between the Towns
and fewer problems in sharing the Superintendant and crew.
A major problem remaining from previous years was the amount of
unpaid water and sewer rents. A program of education and enforcement,
in accordance with applicable regulations, was adopted. We are quite
pleased with the resulting increase in payments to the Town. We
suffered from computer related problems which resulted in a delayed
billing to customers for the quarter ending September 30, 1989. We
are assured that those problems have been corrected and will not
occur again.
The failure of the water line to Evergreen Cemetery
has been resolved by connecting Evergreen Cemetery to the line
servicing Mount Calvery Cemetery, leaving us only one long line that
serves both cemeteries.
Corrosion Control remains the only major problem of which we are
aware. We are now operating under a Federal mandate with adjusted
time for compliance. At our reconmendation, the Selectmen engaged the
firm of SEA consultants to conduct tests and evaluate the results from
the prescribed number of locations on the water system. At the
conclusion of their work, recommendations for attaining corrosion
control were given. The cost of the SEA contract was $10,000 and this
was charged to our regular budget. We also have requested the
Selectmen to enter into a contract with SEA to provide the necessary
engineering and specifications so that we can solicit bids for the
installation of equipment necessary to insert the required chemicals
into our water supply. This setup cost is estimated at $10,000. We
have requested a warrant item to withdraw that sum from the Capital
Reserve Fund for this purpose.
We discovered that we had been furnished inadequate information
both as to the cost and the scope of our proposed Eaton Avenue
Project. We were, therefore, reluctantly forced to cancel the
proj ect
.
We have instituted a policy of using Bennington personnel whenever
possible to cut down labor charges from Antrim. So far this has
included meter reading and testing and flushing of hydrants. We have
also established permanent records on each hydrant showing the date
tested, condition, static pressure and flowage per minute. We have
also instructed the Superintendant to contact Bennington Highway
Department when he has need of backhoe work in the Bennington Systems.
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Work on replacing the sewer grinder pumps on the Hancock Road has
been completed. Because faulty engineering caused the failure, this
replacement work is being done without cost to the Town.
The ongoing cost of chemicals and additional labor from Antrim for
the corrosion control system is estimated at $10,000 per year. We
have requested an increase of that amount in our operating budget.
We feel that the major portion of the Corrosion Control project
must be borne by those whan the project will benefit. Regardless of
inflation, water rates have not been increased since 1984. We have
requested a warrant item raising water rents twenty-five percent.
This increase will raise sufficient revenue to cover the cost of the
Corrosion Control, leaving us to deal with inflation at a later date.
It might be well to add that negotiations with Monadnock
Paper Mill regarding use of non-metered water are ongoing with the
Mill displaying their usual cooperative attitude toward Town
problems
.
The Sewer and Water Conmissioners meet at 7:00 p.m. on the last
Wednesday of each month. You are requested to make an appointment to




Water & Sewer Ccanmissioners
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CONVAL SCHOOL BOARD
One of the most pressing problems for Bennington as a member of
the CONVAL School District has been, and still is, the discriminatory
method by which school tax rates are determined. To review, 75% of a
town's share is based on the numbers of school children it has. Our
real estate is more "affordable" than in some of our neighboring
towns, therefore we attract younger people who, in turn, have more
children, raising oior share of the tax burden. The fact that we are
collectively less well off (in financial terms only!) compounds the
problem. Last March, for the second time, efforts to change the
formula failed. We got a majority again, but far short of the reguired
two-thirds. Let's face it, the prospects for financial relief via a
formula change are lousy. It has lost twice. A two thirds vote is
a very tough reguirement. It is counterproductive to keep introducing
this issue on an annual basis. People in power do not yield easily;
this has been true for the CONVAL towns. The coming of economic hard
times only strengthens the resolve of the "haves" to hang on to what
they've got.
There are two alternatives, but neither of them is a sure bet
either. First, change the formula at the state level. We are hardly
the only district with this problem. It is currently under study in
Concord. Second, change the system so that we don't rely almost
entirely on property taxes which are inherently discriminatory against
the lower end of the income scale. Paying for a good portion of
education via an inccrae tax, for example, would mean that the tax
burden would be based more closely on a person's ability to pay than
it is right now.
No matter where the solution lies, this will be a tough fight.
I wish I had better news to report.
The Middle School Building Program is doing phenomenally well.
Kids and teachers at PMS are ecstatic; construction at the Antrim
School looks great. The whole package is on schedule and close to TWO
MILLION under budget!
Kindergarten will be presented to the voters as an option this
year. The facts are simple: virtually every educator in the country
endorses it. Kindergarten will give our children the following: a
much better formal education for the 12 years which follow; broader
personal and social growth; higher scores on IQ tests and others; a
better career opportunity; and earning power after graduation... the
list goes on. It's a great boost for kids entering a more difficult
and more competitive world. Ah, but it is expensive. True. It alone
will add about 2% to your tax bill. What are your priorities? I'm for
it.
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By March, I will have served two years of a three year hitch as
your school board representative. When my term is up in 1991, I will
not run for re-election. Being on the school board is a lot of work.
The building conmittee which I chair has had by far the biggest
workload of any of the board's standing caimittees. I also have a
conmittment to the Planning Board which I wish to retain. The
combination of School and Planning Boards is just too much... it
affects my business, my personal life, my psyche. It is my hope that
stating my intentions now will give others the time to step forward.
It is a lot of work, but it's important work and the rewards, though
somewhat intangible (!), are definitely there. I love it. When my
time is up, I will miss it an awful lot. You have given me a







While this year saw a slight increase in the Department's case
load, the continued sharp increase in criminal activity that had
occurred in the previous years did not materialize. Although the crime
rate seemed to stabilize . . .unfortionately, at a level considerably
higher than just a couple of years ago... that stabilization can not,
logically, be expected to continue. As an example, while we were
spared a reoccurance of the rash of burglaries that struck us the
previous year, some of our sister conmunities that do not have
full-time departments, experienced a dramatic increase in this type
of crime.
As with the price of gasoline, we can expect the rate will never
fall back to the level of a few years ago... and can only hope that it
will remain at it's present level for as long as possible.
The Department's first public information bulletin was issued
during the year, abet a lot later than we had originally planned. The
intention to issue two bulletins a year was extremely short-lived when
it rapidly became apparent that to publish a document of this type
required considerable more time and effort that had been suspected.
Our revised intention is to develop individual articles
throughout the year, based on specific requests for particular
information and on situations that evolve within the community, then
compiling those articles into the next bulletin to be published just
prior to the start of the new year.
In cooperating with the PTO, a program new to our area called
D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) was sponsored by the
Department in 1989.
This program, with a grade level of involvement tailored for our
students of Pierce School, will be conducted by Sergeant Gary Gagnon
of Antrim.
Sergeant Gagnon completed an instructor's course in the program
in April, and is scheduled to begin presentation to our students in
January. This program is ongoing, on a yearly basis, and is accepted
world-wide as the most effective teaching tool of its kind for the
education of youngsters regarding the dangers of substance abuse.
Although the Department will continue, of necessity, to spend
most of its time and effort in the "normal" law enforcement
reactionary role of investigating and prosecuting, the citizens of any
community through education and information, deserve to be provided
the ability to protect themselves and their families. This Department
will continue its attempts, through programs such as D.A.R.E. and the





The Bennington Fire Department responded to 85 calls for the 1989
year which includes 38 fire calls, 35 rescue calls, and 12 automobile
accidents.
The new fire truck arrived in early October and the department has
put a lot of extra time in learning how to operate and drive it. The
truck has the capability of pumping 1250 gallons per minute and
carries 1500 gallons of water. It is a fantastic piece of equipment
which the town badly needed.
This spring the fire department was able to purchase eight used
air packs from the City of Claremont. The purchase of this used
equipnent saved the town close to $10,000. These air packs are
becoming more and more necessary because of the plastic, synthetic and
oil base products that are so commonly found in today's homes and
vehicles.
This fall the department took on the project of erecting a new bay
on the station. We would like to thank Larry Seneschal for his
expertise and guidance in assuming responsibility for this addition.
We would also like to thank all our members who have given of their
time; Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc.; Weber Foundations; Edmunds Hardware
Store; Antrim Lumber Company; Henniker Redi Mix; and the 72 other town
folks that have helped us with this project. (If you have not donated
towards the new addition, we would appreciate your assistance as we
have a ways to go towards completing this project.) This additional
bay will house oior rescue vehicle and the antique pumper. Rather
than sell the old fire truck we have decided to keep it and use it for
brush fires and a reserve piece if needed.
Finally, we would like to thank you for your continuous support of
oxir annual raffle and our ham and bean suppers.
John French, Chief
Donald Taylor, 1st Deputy





Balance on hand 1/1/89 $ 7,208.98
Credits (Donations, appropriations) $44,884.39
Debits








Radio & Pager Repair 333.98
Fiand raising expenses 1,721.85
TOTAL $48,035.86
Balance on hand 1/1/90 $ 4,057.51
The members of the Antrim Rescue Squad would like to thank those
people who continue to give us strong support. We asked for your help
to buy a new ambulance, in an economically tough year for our
communities, and with your support were able to do so. In 1990 we
will concentrate on equipping the new ambulance and continuing
education so that we may continue to offer the best care possible.
Once again thank you.
Steven P. LaPave, Treasurer
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TOWN HALL MAINTENANCE REPORT
There -were a number of projects accx)mplished inside Town Hall
this year. The renovation of the main floor bathroom which included
new subflooring, new plumbing and fixtures, ceiling and lighting,
sheetrock, vinyl flooring, and paint was completed in August.
In addition, acoustical ceilings with new fixtures were hung in
each entranceway, and the side entrance bathroom. The side bathroom
also received a fresh coat of paint.
All the furnaces were serviced and filters replaced.
A dusk/dawn timed light fixture was installed outside the side




The year was a quiet one. Growth slowed and the real estate boom
very obviously ended, at least for the time being.
The winter of 1988/89 was an unusually mild one with very little
snow and while this was very happily received by most citizens it did
have its financial impact in the Crotched Mountain area. The motel
and one restaurant closed and later in the year the ski area filed for
bankruptcy.
A very cold December and an early snow cover permitted the ski
area to open for the 1989/90 season under new financial arrangements
and even if the weather is very cold perhaps it will help that area
and those dependant on it.
The future of the town Post Office is in the news again. The
Postal Department has taken bids for a replacement Post Office and the
two areas being considered are the former lot of the Crystal Spring
House on Main Street and the Junction of Route 31 and Route 202.
Despite the petition of a large number of citizens that the Post
Office stay near the center of Town it appears that the Postal Service
bureaucracy has selected the area on Route 202.
The Conval School District voted the necessary bond issue to
enlarge and improve the Middle Schools in both Peterborough and Antrim
and construction is now underway. The needed replacement of the
Pierce School is obviously still sometime off.
The Historical Society took a big step forward with the
publication of it's "Pictorial History of Bennington N.H." which was
very well received in the fall of 1989. With an excellent sale and a
substantial commitment by Monadnock Paper Mills plus excellent
support at various money raising affairs, the Society \ms able to
fully fund the more than $13,000 cost.
The Society would like to express its appreciation for the
support which enabled us to complete this project. In the meantime the




HEALTH AND WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Problems at the landfill were top priority with the health
department in 1989. However, resolving them has been a long and
expensive process, but with good guidance from the State of New
Hampshire officials and other professionals, we are going in the
right direction. A more detailed account on this may be found
elsewhere in the town report.
There are many changes in Bennington that this department must
monitor: beauty shops, daycare, pet shops, tattoo parlors, and
several food and eating establishments. Departmental expenses have
been minimal and hopefully I can keep them that way in 1990.
It has been a hard and expensive year for welfare and general
assistance. Applications have more than doubled, most for fuel and
rent assistance, which is very costly. The fuel assistance program
has been very helpful but the rent expense is ongoing. Unemployment
and single parent families seem to be the neediest. There doesn't
appear to be any change for the better in the near future but I will
endeavor to keep the costs at a minimum and within my budget.
Barbara Huntley
Health Officer and
Overseer of Public Welfare
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RECREATION
As another year comes to a close we look back feeling drained
emotionally.
It has been a rough year for us and we are looking ahead in hopes
of better times.
We have encountered new support and have also fought new enemies.
The vandalism on the ballfield and many heated debates before it
have made us concerned about the future of Sawyer Memorial Ball Field.
We wish to give special thanks to the four people on the Ballfield
Committee who spent countless hours trying to resolve the problems.
We regret that the soccer program was cancelled but felt that it
was our only choice.
On a happier note Halloween was again a great success and Santa's
arrival brought smiles to many little faces.
Craftsreation has had a full year and continues to be a very
special group to all of us.
And another special group brought tears of joy and excitement this
suntner. Bennington Little League, thank you for a season that was
"AWESOME"
.
Special thanks to all those who's continued support keeps us
together even at times when we feel like giving up.
Bennington Recreation Committee
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PARENT & TEACHERS ORGANIZATION
This is the PTO's 5th year and it has been a busy one. We have
had several successful fundraisers and the monies have enabled us to
install 2 basketball hoops and poles; 2 large pieces of climbing
equipnent; and another tetherball pole for the children to enjoy on the
playground. All the equipment is movable if it needs to be in the
future
.
We also helped in providing the Science Circus that was here in
Oct. and the annual Christmas Buffet. The Science Circus was a lot of
fun playing and learning. The Christmas Buffet is a time when the
whole school can be together to enjoy a buffet of delicious foods and
open Christmas presents. We would like to thank the Fire Dept. for
once again letting us use the fire station's hall.
The PTO has continued to provide the Safety Patrol to cross
children who walk to school; school photographs; Telephone Tree (to
notify parents in case of school cancellations); and a Student
Directory.
I would like to thank everyone who helps make PTO the success
that it is and would like to urge others to get involved in your
child's school.







1989 will be remembered as the year the copier arrived at the
G.E.P. Dodge Library. Once we got it, we wondered how we ever got
along without it. The schools were able to put it to good use, and it
was a good alternative to the old copier at the Town Hall. Reference
materials are now more available to students who formerly had to face
a great deal of time transferring information by hand to their notes.
Copying income tax forms is now possible, as well as making copies of
recipes and articles from magazines. The machine has been used by
patrons to make copies of insurance and medical forms, Christmas
letters, patteims, music, maps, poetry and historical documents. We
cannot imagine how Bennington ever coped without an alternative
copying machine in town.
This year we have been fortunate to have Chris Tarrio come to the
library as our assistant. Chris organizes the volunteers, does the
inter-library loans with Peterborough, keeps track of the overdue
books, files the catalogue cards, and this year sold the juice,
cookies and doughnuts at two of the Friend fund-raisers.
We have been steadily building our collection. Several gaps are
being filled very nicely. We had a shortage of cookbooks and have
since made some purchases, including two excellent microwave cook
books, and have received lovely donations from generous patrons.
Last year we had a need for technical books, primarily the "How
To" books, such as plumbing, carpentry, painting, and furniture
refinishing. Several patrons upon learning of our need, then donated
a nice collection including a full set of Popular Mechanics Do It
Yourself Encyclopedia.
Our best sellers and recently published book collection is very
good and keeping pace with our veracious readers. We have been
fortunate to have had many paperback donations to supplement the more
popular and current fiction.
For the children's room we have been making purchases to improve
our collection of good read-aloud picture books for ages 3 to 8. We
have begun collecting a couple of chapter book series that are very
popular for girls in grades 2 through 4.
Our periodical collection is varied and has been further enhanced
by the donation of copies to the library of Redbook, Good Housekeeping,
The New Yorker, Woman's Day, Reader's Digest, and the Keene Sentinel.
Thank you very much for supplementing our collection.
We are continuing to have reading programs for all Bennington
students. We have weekly visits from Small Beginnings School, Pierce
School, and also on Monday mornings from 10-10:30 for children not yet
in school. After school from 3:15 to 5:00, we have a variety of
activities going on for students in Bennington. Some come in for
homework and research, some come to play board games or put puzzles
together, some come for Girl Scout, Brownie, Daisy, Cub Scout and Boy
Scout activities. Some even come in just to read. We have many
Bennington students who know how to use a library very well.
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Before 3:00 and after 5:00 in the library, it is serious time.
During these hours adults can browse and escape into good books, meet
with the AARP tax assistant during tax season, do some investigating
or just doze in one of our comfortable chairs.
Some of the programs that we sponsored this past year were: the
Little Red Wagon with Pierce School; a successful summer reading
program entitled, "Race Around the Library," a "Skin Wellness" meeting
sponsored by Mary Kay and Carrie Whittemore; a Halloween reading and
treats by the Friends of the Library and the Brownies; our first
reading program at the beach; and Lee Whitfield who spoke to us on the
lore and legends of Christmas.
This year we created a group that many libraries in the U.S. have
benefited from called Friends of the Library. The G.E.P. Dodge
Friends are currently being chaired by Molly Eppig. The Friends
volunteers have raised money and use this money for holidays; for the
summer reading programs; and for seasonal decorations in the library.
The Friends also anticipate using money to pay for adult programs.
The fund-raisers held this year were the selling of juice, fruits and
cookies at the beach during swinming lessons; a fall book and bake
sale; and a Halloween cider and doughnut sale at the Haunted Hay Ride.
The Friends also volunteer time so that the library can be open two
hours each Sunday afternoon.
We are thankful for the following people, who have helped keep
the library running smoothly. The Sunday volunteers, Dick Elliot, who
cards and shelves books after school and summer vacations; Raven
Nevins and Ryan MacGregor, his understudies; Lise Lemieux who read at
the beach and for Halloween; the Friends who baked and worked for the
book and bake sale; the Daisy Scouts for beautifying the library
outside with flowers and daisies; and Helena Ayers for filling in
whenever she is needed. All of our year's accomplishments could never
have come through without the guidance and foresight of our Library
Trustees: Elaine Barrett, David Glynn and Joseph MacGregor. Each one
of them have donated hours every month to the benefit of the library





G.E.P. DODGE LIBRARY TREASURY REPORT
RECEIPTS
Cash on hand January 1, 1989 $ 3,095.23
Trust Funds Dividends 5,161.52
Trust Funds, Cap. Improv. Funds 1,673.29







Staff Wages (not paid by Town) $ 420.00
Materials Selection:
Book Purchases 2,533.82






Gifts and Donations 276.57
Petty Cash/Special Programs 644.05
Copy Machine 436.20
$ 9,359.90
Cash on hand January 1, 1990 $2,300.62
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
As most of you have noticed we have started extensive ditch
and culvert reclaimation. A lot of brush has been cut with a lot more
to go. Widening of sane sections has started and more to continue. A
lot of repairs have been done to the equipnent and a maintenance
schedule has been assigned to each vehicle. All and all we feel we've
cone a long way in a year and hope that you do too. Any carments or




V.F.W. MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAM
We, at the VFW, would like to thank the town for their support of
the Memorial Day services over the years.
As we are sure many of you know it is getting more and more
difficult to do the services as many of us are accustomed to. Part
of the problem is due to having two different days, the federal
observance which is always on Monday and the State Holiday on the
traditional day. May 30. The time is coming soon when we are going to
have to give in to the federal day as more and more places of employment
observe this day, which means more of our people are working, leaving
us short-handed. The other factor is that we are losing our WW II
vets. Many that are left would like to participate but are unable.
We will continue to do the best we can with who we have.
You will note the following list of expenses for this past year
and the 3 years prior to 1989, that the cost of having our traditional
Memorial Day , that we are accustomed to, is rising. We at the VFW
and Aux. have absorbed this increase for the past few years but it is
getting more difficult. We hate to but we feel we have to ask for an
increase from $500 to $600.
Thank you in advance for your consideration on this matter.
Sincerely,
Pete Martel
Antrim Middle School Band $150.00
Buglers for Cemeteries and
Veterans Memorial $ 25.00
Wreaths $ 60.00
Lunch and Refreshments
(For Parade Participants) $ 90.34
Grave Markers $196.20
Flag and Hardware -
(Vets Memorial at Ballfield) $ 29.79
12 doz. Grave Flags $116.00
Total $667.33
1988 Total - $588.00
1987 Total - $571.00
1985 Total - $557.00
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION
The Bennington Conservation Commission was established at Town
Meeting in March of 1989, as authorized by New Hampshire RSA 36-A, for
the purpose of conserving, protecting and managing Bennington's
natural and historic resources.
A canmittee of five members has been in the process of mapping
researching, and inventoring local land, water, plant and wildlife
resources within the town in preparation of a comprehensive Town
Conservation Plan. Once we get a preliminary draft together, we will
present it to all residents including goals, maps, recommended
resource conservation areas, etc. We want your ideas and suggestions
so that we can end up with a Conservation Plan that really meets the
best interests of our town now and in the future.
In addition we are working on programs to promote Earth Day 1990
(April 22nd); the protection and preservation of the Contoocook
riverway; and a summer conservation camp experience for one or two
Bennington students.
We are also able to provide assistance to anyone who has questions
regarding land use planning, conservation and preservation, legal
and tax considerations.
Some of the preliminary Goals and Objectives include:
1. To protect and preserve sensitive water resources of the town,
such as: acquifers and recharge areas, flood plains, ponds,
streams, wetlands, including, but not limited to:
Contoocook River Shoreline and River Corridors
Whittemore Lake
Powder Mill Pond
Stoney Brook and Kids Brook
2. Establish, conserve, and manage (including the creation of Town
Forests) town lands to improve educational and recreational
opportunities, including the enhancement of wildlife habitats.
3. Preserve, protect, and expand valuable agricultural and
environmentally sensitive open lands.
4. To encourage and facilitate gifts to the town for conservations
purposes
.
5. Maintain and improve indiginous plant and wildlife habitats.
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6. Protect and preserve the town's historic, aesthetic, rural and
scenic resoiirces, including, but not limited to:






7. Provide adequate facilities to meet the town's needs for passive
and active recreation and to meet needs for conservation




8. Promote public awareness about the town's natural and historic
resources, the town's Conservation Plan, and the importance of
sound resource management.
9. Provide guidelines for responsible development that minimizes
impact on environmentally sensitive areas, including attention to
visual impact, density, buffer zones, green space, and road
layout.
10. Provide guidelines for responsible excavation and reclaimation of
mineral resource sites which minimizes environmental impact,
particularly, water quality and visual aesthetics.
11. Provide guidelines for and encourage responsible forest and
timber management.
Planning for the future of our town, our environment, and quality
of life is important to all of us and our future generations. We hope
you will all be involved in this process and invite your ideas and
suggestions at any time. Join us at our monthly meetings or contact








In one respect, the Planning Board has had a slow year.
Applications for subdivision and related activities are way down.
There are two reasons for this - the first is the temporary growth
management ordinance which was voted in overwhelmingly last March, and
the second is a general downturn in the construction business.
Bennington has benefited iitmensely from this slowdown because
residential construction has had a detrimental iitpact on the Town
financially, especially after an attempt to change the school tax
formula went down in flames a year ago.
In spite of the lagging interest in subdivisions and home
construction, the Planning Board has, in fact, had a very busy year.
First, we have reviewed and updated the Town Master Plan. Secondly,
we have invested a lot of effort in researching and drafting a five-
year growth management ordinance (with the considerable help of the
Southwest Regional Planning Conriission) . We feel that this ordinance
is absolutely essential to the future economic health of our town.
Without it, Bennington's growth rate would undoubtedly continue to be
2-3 times higher than the surrounding towns. Excessive growth brings
with it both an increasingly disproportionate share of school taxes.
Simply stated, a new house does not generate enough new tax revenue to
pay for itself, nor can we afford to make up the difference ourselves.
Growth management is by far the most effective means to manage our
future. It deserves your support at the polls this March.
Another important issue before the Board and the Town is the
location of a new Post Office. Once there were three interested
developers, though to date only one has actually conpleted a site plan
review application. A second may do so, the third apparently will
not. The latter is the site of the current facility; thus a part of
our village will soon change, even though virtually all of the people
attending a public hearing on this issue said they wanted to keep
things as they were. The Planning Board does not have the authority
to dictate otherwise. The Post Office Department will have the final
say.
Fortunately, we do have an exciting chance to resolve another
of Bennington's problems: the increasing competition for Sawyer field.
Credit for this opportunity goes to Gladys Newhall, who approached the
board with a subdivision request which would yield a beautiful new
recreation space for the young people in town. Her action is both
creative and very generous. We hope that the Town will gratefully
accept her proposal, and also that others in town will choose to










Amend the Bennington Zoning Ordinance by deleting Article
XVII entitled "Growth Management: Interim Regulation," and
replacing it with a new Article XVII entitled "Growth
Management Ordinance"; said article to read as follows:
GROWTH MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE
SECTION 1 . PURPOSE
To guide Bennington's growth rate so that the dramatic
increases of the decade in both population and housing can
be reasonably accommodated by both existing community
services and facilities, and those that are planned for
improvement and expansion in accordance with the Town of
Bennington's Capital Improvement Program and Master Plan.
This Ordinance is intended to accomplish the following
obj ectives
:
1. To provide for the current and future housing needs
of the Town residents and ensure that Bennington
accommodates its fair share of the regional
population growth.
2. To plan for the continued population and housing
growth of Bennington at a rate which will be
compatible with the orderly expansion of town
services (i.e., education, fire and police
protection, road maintenance, etc.).
3. To insure that the allocation of building permits
will be eguitable for both the applicant and the
town as a whole.
4. To prevent unduly high construction costs to
builders who propose to create more than one
dwelling unit at a time.
SECTION 2. GROWTH PERMIT ALLOCATION
This Ordinance intends to limit the rate of growth during
the term of the Ordinance to approximately the same rate of
growth as that experienced by the towns surrounding
Bennington between 1980 and 1988, which had an average annual
increase of 1.3%, compared to an average annual increase of
4.3% for the Town of Bennington. Based upon the Town's
Capital Improvement Program and population and housing
statistics for Bennington and its surrounding towns (the
Bennington Region), it has been determined that the Town can
provide services to a population egual to the population
growth experienced by this region.
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Therefore, the number of growth permits to be allocated
shall be equal to the nearest round number representing 1.3%
of Bennington's population, to be calculated at the end of
each calendar year.
Since Bennington's population in 1988 was 1199 persons, 1.3%
of this figure equals 15 residents to be accommodated in the
year 1989. At an estimated 2.24 persons per household,
seven (7) is the closest round number representing the 1.3%
growth rate necessary for Bennington to maintain in 1990 so
that it meets its fair share of the regional population
growth.
SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS
1. BENNINGTON REGION. Those towns bordering Bennington
whose growth rates were used in determining the fair
share growth rate for Bennington: Antrim, Francestown,
Greenfield, Hancock, and Peterborough.
2. BUILDING PERMIT. A permit issued by the Board of
Selectmen for the construction or conversion of a
dwelling unit.
3. CONVERSION APARTMENT. A dwelling unit that has been
created in an existing house, converting a single
family home to a duplex, or a duplex to a multi-family
unit
.
4. DUPLEX. A structure on a single lot containing two
dwelling units, each of which is totally separated from
the other by an unpierced wall extending from ground to
roof or an unpierced ceiling and floor extending from
exterior wall to exterior wall, except for a common
stairwell to both dwelling units.
5. DWELLING UNIT. A building or portion thereof providing
complete housekeeping facilities which contains areas
for living, cooking, sleeping, bathing and sanitary
facilities
.
ENTITY. Any landowner, including but not limited to an
individual, corporation, partnership or trust. Two
entities sharing a common member shall be treated as
one entity. A member shall include but not be limited
to a director, officer, spouse, or stockholder.
FAMILY. One or more individuals occupying a dwelling
unit and living as a single household unit.
GROWTH PERMIT. A permit issued by the Board of
Selectmen in accordance with the provisions of this
Ordinance, the issuance of which is a prerequisite for
obtaining a building permit.
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9. LEACH FIELD. Area set aside on a lot for the
processing of waste material from a septic system.
10. MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING. A dwelling containing more than
two residential units.
11. PERSONS PER HOUSEHOLD. An estimate of the number of
people assumed to be living in a dwelling unit. The
number is arrived at by dividing the population for a
given year by the number of dwelling units existent in
the same year.
12. RESIDENT. A person who has a fixed and permanent
established domicile in Bennington, and therefore also




This Ordinance shall apply to all building permits for new
residential construction and to conversions to duplex or
multi-family units.
This Ordinance shall not apply to the repair, replacement,
reconstruction or alteration of any existing residential
unit which does not create a new dwelling unit.
SECTION 5. ADMINISTRATION
The Board of Selectmen shall be responsible for the
administration and enforcement of the Growth Management
Ordinance
.
Prior to the issuance of any residential building permit for
new construction or conversions, the Board of Selectmen
shall review all applications in accordance with the growth
permit selection process as outlined in Section 7.
All applicants shall have satisfied the requirements of this
Ordinance and all other relevant Town regulations before a
growth permit is issued.
Growth permits shall be issued in two time periods, from
January to June, and from July to December. The Board of
Selectmen shall determine at the end of each year this
Ordinance is in effect how many growth permits shall be
allocated for the next year, based upon the 1.3% growth rate
and the population estimates for that year.
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SECTION 6. APPLICATION PROCEDURE
1
.
Applications shall be received for the first permit
period from January 1 to March 1, with the growth
permits being issued no later than April 1.
Applications for the second permit period shall be
received from July 1 to September 1, with the growth
permits being issued no later than October 1.
2. The number of permits available in any year shall be
divided evenly between each period described in
paragraph one (1). In the event of an odd number of
permits, the extra permit will always be available in
the first permit period.
3. Any applications submitted after the receiving period
will automatically be credited to the following six-
month period, in the order received, unless the guota for
this period is not met, in which case the Selectmen
reserve the right to issue permits equal to the quota.
4. In the event that available growth permits for the
first six-month period are not issued, one (1) shall be
carried forward and applied to the following period's
quota. In the event that fewer than the allotted total
for the year are issued, two (2) growth permits shall
be carried forward and applied to the next calendar
year to be issued in the first six-month period.
5. A growth permit for a single dwelling or a conversion
apartment shall expire at the end of three (3) months
after the date of issuance, unless the foundation for
the new unit has been completed, or a substantial
amount of the work on the conversion begun. However,
growth permits issued between September 1 and October 1
shall have until the end of June of the following year
to complete foundations.
6. Growth permits for projects involving more than one
dwelling unit shall be valid for 36 months after
issuance, in order to allow builders time to assemble a
sufficient number of permits so as to economically
construct a group of dwellings at the same time.
SECTION 7. GROWTH PERMIT SELECTION PROCESS
1. Applicants shall apply for growth permits on forms
provided by the Board of Selectmen. No applicant may
apply for a growth permit unless the lot has Planning
Board approval, and all relevant plans and other
necessary information are submitted to the Board of
Selectmen. Existing lots of record which comply with
all requirements of the Zoning Ordinance are assumed to
have subdivision approval.
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No entity shall apply for or receive more than one (1)
growth permit per year.
Each separate dwelling unit shall require an individual
growth permit, with a duplex requiring two (2) permits,
etc.
All growth permits shall be available on a first-come,
first-served basis, except when more applications are
received than permits are available for that period.
In this case, the Board of Selectmen shall evaluate
each application according to the Merit Point System as
set forth in Section 8, with the available growth
permits for that period being awarded to those
applications with the highest number of total points.
SECTION 8. MERIT POINT SYSTEM - To apply to all
appl icat ions
1. Ownership/Residency : For each year, up to a maximum of
five (5) years, the applicant has either owned the
subject property or resided in Bennington, whichever is
greater
,
1 point (up to a maximum of 5 points)
2. Proximity to Services ; For the road distance between
property and fire, police and rescue service,
under one mile 1 point
1-2 miles points
over 2 miles -1 point
3
.
Soil Capability in Regard to Septic Systems :
Percolation rate at the leach field,
2 minutes per inch 1 point
3-59 minutes per inch points
60 minutes per inch -1 point
4. Waiting Period : For each application period the
applicant is awaiting receipt of a growth permit,
1 point
5. Excess Acreage and Frontage : If the lot is subject to
a covenant not to further subdivide and lot size or
frontage exceeds the minimum zoning requirements by
50 - 99% 1 point
100 - 149% 2 points
150% and over 3 points
6. Zoning Requirements ; If a variance is required for
either the building or the property
-1 point
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SECTION 9. EXEMPTIONS: ELDERLY HOUSING
Housing which is specifically funded by local, state or
federal government or agencies for elderly persons may be
exempted from the provision of this Ordinance. In
considering an exemption, the Board of Selectmen shall find
that all of the following requirements are complied with:
1
.
That there is a demonstrated need for the type and
quantity of housing proposed.
2. That the rent levels are subsidized or otherwise
affordable by the occupants.
3. That the proposed project complies in all other
respects with the provisions of the Bennington Zoning
Ordinance, as well as the Subdivision and Site Plan
Review Regulations.
4. That the applicant presents necessary legal documents
to assure that the housing will be reserved for said
persons
.
SECTION 10. GRANDFATHERED APPLICATIONS
All applications for residential development that have
received subdivision approval from the Planning Board and
those for which applications for building permits to the
Selectmen have been submitted prior to the effective date of
this Ordinance shall be considered to be grandfathered.
SECTION 11. TRANSFERABILITY
A growth permit shall be valid only for the site specified
on the permit application. Should the property be conveyed,
the growth permit shall be transferred to the new owner, but
the expiration date shall remain unchanged. A growth permit




All new dwelling units within the Town shall be created or
placed only in accordance with the provisions of this
Ordinance. No building permit for the construction or
conversion of any dwelling will be issued until the
applicant has obtained a growth permit under the provisions
of this Ordinance.
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SECTION 13. PERIODIC REVIEW
The operation of this Ordinance shall be reviewed by the
Selectmen and the Planning Board once every year to assure
that the annual maximum growth rate has not become
inconsistent with Bennington's capability and responsibility
in planning, developing, and implementing the necessary
municipal services and facilities to serve the growing town
and to insure that Bennington is assuming its fair share of
housing growth within the Bennington Region.
SECTION 14. EXPIRATION
This Ordinance shall automatically terminate on the 5th
anniversary of its enactment unless specifically extended by
vote at the Annual Town Meeting.
SECTION 15. SAVING CLAUSE
If any article, section, sub-section, sentence, clause or
phrase of these regulations is for any reason held to be
invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect
the remaining portions of these regulations.
SECTION 16. EFFECTIVE DATE
This amendment shall take effect upon its passage
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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Zoning Board of Adjustment heard six cases in 1989. It would
appear that the Zoning Ordinance has been suitably tailored to the
Town's requirements, as the majority of the Appeals were concerned
with variances involving minor issues.
I would personally like to take this opportunity to formally
recognize and thank the members of Bennington's Zoning Board of
Adjustment - Russell Young, Dennis McKenney, Joseph MacGregor, David
Barrett, Elizabeth Chase and John French for their dedicated public
service this year.
Respectfully submitted.












































































































































For the first time in thirty years, the Bennington Little League
won the Crotched Mountain Little League Championship in 1989. We
extend our congratulations for an exciting season that we will always
remember
.
Back Row: Left to Right Carryl Davis, Chris Crowell, Skip
Deliguori, Seth Smith, Daniel Mancini,
and Steven Sweeney
Front Row: Left to Right Ryan MacGregor, Travis McClure, Eian
Mercier, Kyle Smith, Jason Byam, Travis
Hall, Steve Pacsay, Timothy Robinson,
and Matt Whittemore
Missing: Coaches Scott Liljeberg, Tom Crowell,
and Dave Parker
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